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Abstract:

Reducing greenhouse gases in the atmosphere is becoming a pressing issue for the global community.
Afforestation and reforestation are promoted worldwide as an effective means of sequestering carbon. For
its national interest and global concerns, China has made great efforts to protect its existing forests and
develop programs of afforestation and reforestation. Based on two surveys recently conducted in Liping
County, Guizhou province, this paper investigates the economic changes associated with the
implementation of the "Grain For Green" policy. Based on the analytical framework of benefit cost analysis,
this paper concludes that the implementation of the reforestation of sloping agricultural land policy would not
be possible if there were no government subsidies for the peasants. The short term economic returns of
land and labour from forestation are substantially lower than those generated from grain or cash crop
production on the steep slope lands. The government subsidies provide great economic incentives for
peasants to take part in the project. The subsidies in fact have elevated peasant income in rural Liping. The
estimated potential economic returns of plantations over the long run indicate that the removal of the
government financial subsidies would not create an economic crisis for the peasants if the current market
conditions continue.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2006.08.014

Resource Description

Exposure : &

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature: ™

resource focuses on specific type of geography

Mountain, Rural

Geographic Location: @

resource focuses on specific location

Non-United States

Non-United States: Asia
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Asian Region/Country: China
Health Co-Benefit/Co—Harm (Adaption/Mitigation): &

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases

A focus of content

Health Impact: &

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
Health Outcome Unspecified

Intervention: ™

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation: &

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

Adaptation, Mitigation

Resource Type: @

format or standard characteristic of resource

Research Article, Review

Timescale: @

time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment: &

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

A focus of content
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